Study objective-The aim was to assess the extent to which routinely coliected data on poisoning in adolescents reflected deliberate self poisoning and, in doing so, to assess the accuracy of the diagnostic information on poisoning in the routine hospital abstracts which form the joint data base of Hospital Activity Analysis and the Oxford Record Linkage Study (ORLS).
Information contained in the Oxford Record Linkage Study files and in the records of the monitoring files was compared. Where discrepancies were found, the hospital case notes were used to determine which source contained the correct information. In 16 cases where both self injury and self poisoning were reported on the monitoring file, and there was a matching hospital record, 13 had poisoning as the main condition in the hospital record and three had injury as the main condition. In five of the 16 cases, poisoning and injury were both recorded in the diagnostic information on the hospital record.
E codes were recorded on 447 of the 467 cases where the main diagnosis was poisoning or injury. In the 20 cases where no external cause had been recorded, 14 were records with a main diagnosis of injury. This is a significantly greater proportion of injury than poisoning cases (X% = 8 0, p < 0 01).
Ninety one (19-5%) of the E codes indicated that the cause of the poisoning or injury was "suicide or self inflicted" harm. These codes were rarely used before 1984 (see Discussion, below). The majority of cases (n = 348) were recorded under "Injury undetermined whether accidentally or purposely inflicted". Eight of the cases were recorded as accidental injury or poisoning.
There were some minor differences between the two files in the recording of specific substances used in selfpoisoning. For 
